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(FEXTLEMEN,
The building in whieh we are now assembled, and
in whieh Queen’s College finds a resting place, was originally a
Mechanics’ Institute,

For myself, I never enter or leave these walls without catching
& glimpse of that pietare of Lord Brougbam, which hangs opposite
the door of the reading-room, and withont having my attention
arresied by those words above ihe gilded gates and the clock in
the vestibule— ¢ That the soul be without kunowledge, it is not
gooid ;7 und thinking of that sehool-—1 will not gay of politicians,
lest it should he thenght that T am veferring, even after the lapse
of fifiy yvears, to any paviy in polities in enr own day; bat I will
rather sav—of philantiropisis, of whom Lord Broogham might
well be looked upon as the representabive, and whose watchword
might well be that motto in our vestibule.

Knowing the advanince of edueation in themselves, and how
by it they had been able to hold their own against all comers, und
feeling too that the nation was preparing for a vast spring forward,
these men, in the noblest spirit of sympathy with those worse off
thau themselves, founded in every large town in the kingdom
Mechanies” Institutes. :

Tho names of these who, o Liverpool, founded this Mechanices’
Institate are now hLiouschold names for philanthropy, generosity,
and svmpathy with sirageling merit.

Now, a Mechanies Tostisute conveys to my mind the idea of a
building, half shat Ly day, open after work howrs, with reading-
rooms, lectures, and night-classes: that scems to me to be the
primury idea of o Mechanics” Inslitube; afterwurds, no doubt,
world have come the Mew of providing i addition day-schoels for
the sons and dunghters of those who belonged to them.

Wo have scen very clearly that, perliaps in no town in the
kingdom, were the mechanics of that day ready to take advantage
of these opportunitics. Experience has shown that education, to



bring forth {rait, can hardly be grafted on a wild unecaltured tree,
cgpecially if it is full grown; that even a desive for, and an
appreciation of the value of, knowledge and edueation can only
he developed by long growth and eultivation, and not in 2 genec-
ration.

The reading-rooms were frequented by a few only; and those
few were hardly of the class for which Mechanics’ Institutes were
intended. TLiectures have in most ecases been dropped, to be
resumed only by chance, and at intervalg; and the only thing
which has at all come near to the original intention of the founders
ig the night-classes. DBnt the ease of night-schools ig not what
it wag years ago; National, Denominational, Board Schools have
been developed to sueh an extent, that night-schools in connection
with them are or might be found cverywhere.

But if night-schools sre not in the position in whieh they were
vears ago, neither is Edueation itself.

That same benevolent feeling, which founded Mechanics’
Institutes, went through the Jand, running at and breaking down
exclusiveness of all kinds. 1t saw Cambridge and Osford, with
their degrees and henours reaching only a fow, and those the very
wealthy ; and il racked its brain, as it wore, to sce what was
possible to be done. The easiest thing at the time was to found
another University, that shonld give houours and degrees, not to
g fow only who would come fto if, and those the wealthy, but
to all, whoever were worthy, wherever found, and at a ecost
mercly nominal.  The University of London eame into heing,
with affiliated Colleges anvwhere; attendance at whose Iceture-
rooms entitled the stndent to offer himsclf for matriculation and
degrees.

But that feeling did not rest satisfied here; it insigled upon
opening up everything to lenrning. It scemed to 1hose henevolent
persons, to whom anytbing like injustice was particulurly alhor-
rent, a shame that talent shonld be kept down by stupidily backed
by money and interest ; and slso 8 loss to the nation, that it could
not getb ab the men most capable of serving it in peace and war.

The schoolmaster went abroad ; he opened the Civil Service of
India, our Civil Service at home {and what does not that mean ?),
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our Army, Artillery, Navy, Militia, Merchant Service; in faet,
what gate has he not opened, and taken upon himself the duty of
guarding 2 All that could at the time be done was done ; and that
was, Lo say that, if moncy and interest wanted the best things in
the empive, it must act by removing or hiding stupidity; and to
show to what an extent that ean be doune by money, I may refer
to a tntor, in Sussex, who preparves reen for the examinations
required for entering the Civil Service in India, and at home, and
all those plices where the schoolmasfer keeps the door; and so
gnecessful is he in passing his men, that he can get two hundred
and fifty guineas a vear from each of his pupils. He las at the
present fime thirty-six ; and there are more anxious to go to him,
if only he could accommodate them,

Thus stupidity, backed by money, can make as good a show
for the nonee as talent without it ; but that spivit whick wished {fo
seb up Mechanies’ Institutes, with reading-rooms, leetures, and
night-clusses, then established the Uuniversity of London, opened
all the Professions, Government Offiees, and lastly the Aruy, to
talent, however poor, and wherever found, will not rest satisfied,
antil it puts every man in a position to develope his talent, if he
has any ; und gives merit the opportunity of finding its own level
in zociefy.

It is evident that edueation is wot in the same position In
which it was when nighi-classes whoere olementary instruction
alone was given, were looked upon as, with lectures and reading-
roonis, completing the idea of a Mechanies’ Iustitute ; it has taken
vast strides, and enlarged its field of operations to an enormous
extent. Now, to mecet that advance in Liverpocl, and, in my
opinion, quite in accordance with the original spirit of & Mechanics’
Institnte, some of those night-classes in our Mechanies' Tustitute
were elevated into a Queen’s College, in eonnection with the
University of London; after the model, T believe, of the Queen’s
Colleges and Queen’s University in Ireland.

And what are its objeets as pul forth in the first page of
its Calendar ? Tlus Queen’s College, Liverpool, was established
in 1857, for affording to young men adequute opportunities for
obtaining collegiale instruction in sclence and literature at a
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moiterate expense. It wus established for affording fheilities 1n
Liverpool for acquiring university degreed, withoub residence else-
where.  The instruction given in the elasses of the Fuenlty of Arts
witl gnalify the students — for the Matrienlation, Bachelor of Arts,
and other Bxaminations of the Vuiversity of London; for the
Examinutions of the University of Dublin; for entering Oxford
and Cambridee ; for examinations for appointuents in the Ilome
Civil Service, the Tudinn Civil Serviee, and the Indian Eungineers’
Establishment; for admission to the Royal Military Colleges af
Sandharst and Woolwich, and for the cxaminations for dircet
commisgions in the Army; for the preliminary examinations of
the Royal College of Physicians, the Royal College of Surzeons,
the Society of Apotheewries, and other Medieal Boards; and for
the Fxaminations of the Incorporated Law Society. And the
struetion given in the classes of the PFaculty of Scence will
qualify students for the Expminaiions of the Science Department
of Her Majesty’s Government, and for entering the scientifie
professions.  The subjects fanght ave Latin and Greek, Mathe-
mytics, Natwral Plilosophy, English Language and Literature,
History, Logie, Mental and Aeoral Philosophy, Politieal Economy,
Hebrew, French, German, Spanish, Ttalian, Drawing and
Painting, Chicwistry, Expertental Physies, Zoolosy, Bofauy,
Geology, Applicd Mechanies and Engineering ;

and these sabjcels
o QNG LieRg 31 .__‘j N

arve taught, not in & leose wiy, en wiasse, hy one o two men, but
in a proper professional manner hy separate distinet teachers, who
are af any rate supposed each to have made that partienlar branch
which he professes fo teach his special study.

Of course, the quality of any teacher, at any particular place,
g regulated Lo a great extent by the inducements thal ean be
offered him. There are other induneements in the world hesides
that of money, and therefore we have befler men, I think, here
than might have heen supposed from the small amount of money-
pay that they receive.

The fandamental idea wpon which ihis College i based is,
that the fees should be small. If we reecived, like that tutor in
Sussex, 250 puineas a year, in any shape, from our pupils, we
should, 1 think, pretty soon be told to pack and be off from a
Mechanies' Institute.
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Thix Queen's Uollege onght noi w be 2 place wherein o muke

money ont of the students’ foex; nor, indeed, ought it to be
expected to be self-supporting. -

Nu eollege b Oxford or Cambridge eould either have been
founded, or, if founded by bounty, have kepl itself in existence,
solely by the fees exacted from the stadents frequenting it; and
quite mistaken, in iy opinien, with regard to the principle on
which this Uollege was founded, ave they who throw the fuct of
its not being sclf-supporting as o veproach against it, and n veason
for letting 1t die a2 nataral death, or even kindly hastening its
extinction.  Rvervhody knows fhat it is only by fees being made
exeecdingly high that unendowed sehools or seminarics of edueca-
tion can be made to pay. The way in which the day-sehool in
this huidding, with its low fees, ean twrn out such geod scholars,
and at the same time be made to puy its cxpenscs, is to wme, 1
must eonfess, o marvel ; and I shouwld be much more satisfied of
its thorough sounduess in all its partg, i i did not pay ity
expenses, and had to be supported by granis, subscriptions, or
endowments,  We adl kuow the expenses of Board Schools ; and,
with refercnee to o certain Nalional School of whieh 1 happen to
be ome of the munagers, T ean say that it 3s only by liberal private
subseriptions, and a large Government grand, that we ean make
ends meet—und it s only a case of making ends meet-—{for 1
alwuys feel that we should do very much better if we had £100 &
vear more than our present income, that we eould expend on extra
teaching-power.  Of course, the guestion here natnrally suggests
itseli, Are Colleges like this of ours, and Board or National
Schools, to be put on the same footing ?  Does it follow that,
because au obligation to support elemaendary eduneation i binding
upon us, sucl: an cdueation as this college offers ought to be
supported also ? I answer, in the fvsb place, that that is the
divection in which we are going, and that some day or other a
part of the funds, wiich now go to support lewrning in dillerent
parts of the kingdom, will find its way to Liverpool, and for an
object Tike that of this Queen’s College.  In the second place,
individual generosity always goes before public action,  If s ouly
of comparatively Inte years that the public purse bas been applied



8

to the needs of elerpentary edueation ; 1 was for vears and vears—
for centuries — gopported by individual generosity.  The mosi
generous, perhaps those who were most keenly alive to the wants
of the times, contributed, before Governnient wonld move in the
matier, to its support and spread ; and it wight be asserted that,
if private generostiy had not wow for vears been active, leading the
wav, pitblic opinion wonld not he even yeb prepared o assist, much
less determined fo provide elementary educabion, at any cost of
money, or any risk of rovsing the hottest wnd fiereest strife and
auimosify. The cause of Colleges gnch as this will one day
become national.  But Liverpool is riel enough o Legin such a
work withont woiling for o redisizibntion of old endowments, and
gonerons enough to do what @t likes Ly individual exertion, without
waiting for a rate-in-wid,

This College has been established with a view fo help voung
men to rise in the world, 1n spite of all disadvantages of position,
if they have the talent; and to afford those oppertunities ab a mode-
rate eost 3 and, if thal moderate cost will nel allow the College to
be self-supporting, that should uot be thrown as a reproach
agaivst it.  Nuy more, if that moderate cost deters any young
wman from shuring i the cdueational advantages here offered, it
ought to be redueed still farther; and, with reference to the
guestion whether one students are the young men who ought to
be helped, Lord Westhury boasted that he had not ecosl his
fulher one penny after he was seventeen yewrs of age; he had
been enabled to eontitine lids edueation by the genevosity of those
pious ancestors of ours, who thought {hat wealth eould not be
better employed than in belping poor and degerving seholars.

Shall I go into the guestion whether onr studends are poor
men 2 It ig diffiendt to define what o poor man tw; but I will
take the line that Government has drawa in its grants towards
stimulating the stndy of Seience.  Government will help the
edueation in science of every boy whose futber's ineowe, and of
every man whose own ineome, 1s below €200 a-year, under ceriain
provisos ; and, afler saving that the stundurd of fees must vary 1
different loealities, according to the rate of wages, cte., it recom-
mends that the Commitices of Beience Schools, in a districr, should
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therefore consuder the subjeet fogethier, and fix some minimum
fee for the whole disiriet’

Thevefore the prineiple is whnitted that the position of such
students 1o selciee 38 not esceniinlly difforent frow thud of these
who ave under clementoy mstruetiva. 1E s thonghi proper
that both these shoubd be helped: and our stadenis are 1n the
sare postbion, vach making an lueome dess, T opeed not cousider
how mmeds less, than £200 s-vear,  Winle, ilj.crf_’.i_m'n, this College
goes much fwrther ihan o wgebi-sebool, their churecters arve, T
hold, not essentially difficvent ; for our studenis ave for the most
part, with perbaps hardly one exception, poor men, who are at
work iu the dav, scue ab one thing. sowe st avotbev; but they
consist of men who, teeling that they have sometbing more in
Lhem than has tbitherto been brought ont, sro determined fo

vir themselves a a:h:_a.uce.

(j‘-

I feel sure therefore that they are jost the men that ought to
be helped by il'uli_vis'il:i:_d gcua‘:ro:ﬂt-}'; they are the very men to whom
those who founded Mechmnies” Fnstitutes, would, if they were now
living, he delighted {o offer the shelter of their building, and bid
(rod speed.  Indeed, I feel that I cunnot put the ease with all
the force it deserves; this troubles me, espeeially ag T am sure
that, if those men who are now dend and gone, bud whose good
deeds still lve in the records of this building, had only had it
hinted fo them in their Dives, that clusses of the night-school
which they had established had developed into the naelous of a
College, offering great advaniages 1o the young men of Liverpool,
and eapable of being rendercd muneh more efficient, they would
have eonsidered it an objeet worthy of their heartiest support,
and would have thought ihat they were being antroe to their
priuciples in neglecting it.

T am not pleading the canse of the teachers in this College,
although ot the same tinwe I am an advoeate lor o cortain amount
of endowment for them, in order to remove all idea of money-
making from their teaching, and to bind them togethor 1n « body,
so mucl as the enuse of the students, who should not only be gene-

* A fall avenunt of the stipulations is wiven in a dircciovy, pablished by the Science
and Art Departnent of the Conpnities of Connatl o Edaenuon, South Kensington.
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rously helped in any atternpt of iheirs fo befter their eonditing,
but be treated also i sueh a way as to make them feel satistied
that it is they themselves that are being welcomed and not then
fees.

That of conrse can only be brought about in Liverpool by the
co-operation of the rich, I think it eannot be denied that of
late vears thelr generosity has not looked thiy way.

Mr. P, H. Rathboue, in a specelh made by him at the
opening of the Redney Club, said he thought that, when we
compared the Liverpool of 70,008 inbabitanfs at the begluning
of this century with the Laverpool of 800,000 1u the nmiddle of
thig century, although the rich men of Liverpool might be proud
of the money they bad made, ihey need not be very proud of
the use they had made of that money. And, i teuth, theve is
plenly of money 1 Liverpool, and plepty of open-handedness
and I may say there can hardly be a better way of cmploying
that money and open-haudeduess than in endowing or otherwise
fonnding or supporting n College, where the young men of
Liverpool could have an opportunity of bettering themselves and
their position.

Owens Uollege, Manchester, seems to me to be frequented by
a elass of students that could not be fuund in Liverpool.  When |
rvead the Bishop of Manchester’s speech at the ve-opening of that
college, us reported in the Times, I cortainly inforred that the
main body of their students consisted of voung persons frowm
fifteen to seventeen years of age.  Professor Greenwood, however,
in a subsequent letter to that paper, explained that cousiderably
move than enc-balf of their nnmber were above cighteen, and one-
third of their whole number over twenty, aud that too in the day-
clusses. Now, in Diverpool, there wonld be no young men, except
those who were studving medieine, who, at fwenty or even
eighteen, would be unengaged in basiness, and the proper place
for the young people below the age ab which they go to business
hiere in this town, would be cither at the lastituie Day School, the
Liverpool College School, or the Royal Institulion School.

I am however quite of opintun that young men go fo business
too soon in life. My impresston is, thet their work daving the
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first two or three vears cousivts in golng quietly throngh what
might be rapldly apd suficiently got np in a fow menths,  The
objection to allowing young men to go to an University on the
medel of onr Faglish Universities is, that they would have
acquairedd tastes and habits ihat would fotally unlit them for the
restraints and discipline of business. T think that idie and
worthiless young men might certainly be made more idle and
raore worthless; but § am sure the better sort would be made still
better-— Lebter men of bLnsiness, more capable of bringing satis-
faction to themselves o after life, and honour to the town they
hive 1n.

I remember having heuyd of the gon of the head of one of our
large firms, who bud gone to Cambridge with the idea ot entering
one of the Professions, but was obliged, atier two vears residence,
vo leave, in consequence of the &fiealiies the firm had gobl ints,
seiting himself down to business, patting his shonlder to the
wheel, and aetually, by s talent, perspicacity, nnd energy, lifting
the firmy ont of the slough into which i bad fallen. I am
therefore n great advoeate for Collese, even for men intended
for business: bul 1 bave no doubl such is whatl is eontomplated
by Oweng College, wid what was enforced by the Bishop of
Manchester in his speech.  He tulked of solid cdveation — of
education, not feo wuaeh precipifated 5 and deprecaied sending
voung nren out to tight the battle of life at the age of sevenioen.
Buat all that requires money - il requives 2 vast deal of money to
enable & man {o abstein from going into business until he is
twenty or twenty-one, and fo spend the three lash years of thut
time at Oxford or Cambridge.

Owens College of course will be able to offer to the young
men of Manechester, if they ean be persuaded to put off going into
business uutil they are twenty or twenty-oue, advaniages like those
of Oxford or Cambridge uwt perhaps a third of the expense; but
still, thers will be numbers of voung men who will not be able to
avail themselves of ibese wdvaniages, and who will luve to be
content with night-clusses.

Now at Liverpool, I may say, at present, day-classes ure beyond
the seope and objeet of this College.  Tts aims, al present, are
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simply to give alter work- and effice-honrg, at o very moderate cost
{and that cost ought, in my epinion, in every case, to be reduced
to something merely nominaly, nstruction in every department of
fitevalnee and sclence, equal to that which {8 ordinarily given
at Osford or Cambridge. 1 should throw all idea of the University
of London on one side.  The sivling of onr College, s being in
connection with that University, is against it; Jor it only gives s
limited iden of ils capabilitios.

If you will allow me, I will explain, for £ do not undervalue
the University of London and its ecrtificates and degrees; but I
think that, dazaling and faseinaling as it 1, its effects can only be
w g grewt pumber of voung men disappointing und disconraging.

There 18 no denyving that the University of London is very
dagzling and faseinaling to & voung man who s hampered and
tettered by want of moncy, and lus perhaps only just awakeued to
the consclousness that lie hag talents, patience, perseverance, that
would, il they had free seope, raise hin from the posilion in which
he finds himsell half buried.  Ozford and Cambridge sre oui of
his reach, for residence there is neceessary ; but the Tondon
University makes no shipulations:—Iit bhag of late removed even
those restrictions of atlending lectures at afliliated Colleges ;- A
man may have lived in a garret, worked bhow he liked, and when
he liked ; but if he has the requisite learning, the University of
London will gladly put its stamp apon i, and make if carrent.  Is
lowest corbificate requires a very fair kunowledge of Iilementary
Mathematies, Naturad Philosophy, Chemistry, Latin, Ioglish,
English History, and onc other lunguage, Greek, CGermaun, or
Freneh., The subjects ave exceedingly well chosen; the exami-
nutious wre very searching ; and econsequenily the certificates of
having passed them are execedingly valuable; they are a passport
everywhere.  Of course, this 1s just the sort of thing to fascinate
2 young man, who has not been favoured by that Blind Goddess
Fartune. Rank is but the guinea siamp, man’s the gold for a’
thai; and here is @ way by whicl a man san work himself up into
the highest rank of iniellecinal aristocracy., A degree at the
University of London is equal to the same degree at Osxford or
Cambridge; a certifiente of having matrienlated i3 a passport of
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no little authority, Their worth and power of comferring dis-
tinetions having been granted, no ecomplaint must be made of the
dificulty of obiaiing them. It is intended too thab the certi-
fieates and degrees of the University of Liondon should not he mere
empty marks and titles, but should guaraniee cortain capabilities
in the men they mark. Working simply to puss an examination,
as some one smd the other day st Norwich, is absurd ; the men
who do that, of course look upon the exaviners ag mnalignant
beings. The exertions of ecrammers are essentizlly antagonistic
to— while the exertions of feachers onght to be identieal with—
those of the examiners. The proper ohject, this same speaker
confended, of a young man’s sindy should be to increase hig
nsefulness by thoroughly mastering up to a presevibed point
certain branches of knowledwe ; und, before a voung man had
done that cffeetnally, his teacher should do his ntmost to convinee
hima that he ought not to go up for cxamination nor wish to
commence his eareor 1 and he insisted thai it was desirable that
all teachiers shonld he placed in eiveumstances, where it would be
their interest as well as thetr duly to eo-operate to the utmost of
their powers to Dhring about that for which the examiners were
algo in faet working.

Now it ig found out, that Queen’s College, heing in conneetion
with the University of Lomlon, professes fo aid men in obiuining its
certificates and degrees. A voung man, therefore, generally without
asking any more questiong, comeg and enters hig name at this
College, expecting, whatover muay be his particnlar talent or his
previong acquirements, to be gnided through these examinations.
He has been dazzded by the glamour of these certifieates and
degrees ; and he cagerly longs for the distinetions ; bnt, fiuding in
a short time that they ave ont of his reach, previonsly unprepaved
and now occupied as he iz during the whole day, he quietly gives
up his attempt; and, disappointed and disconvayed, gives up his
stmdies alzso.  IF the only thing valnable 1y these examinations is
the honour and eredit of baving passed them, of conrse suything
that comes short of that i3 worthiless; but if knowledge and training
are the chief things, and the ceriifieate and degree only valuable
inasmuch as they denote a certain power of uscfuluess in life and



i

a fitness to enter aupon s ceriain career, then the voung man
will find his rewsrd even In an amount that does not come up
to the standard the University of Lundon has set up, as that
upon which it is willing to pnt its stamp.  In ovder, thevefore,
fhat men might not i s litle time be disappoinied aud dis-
couraged, it oughi to be thoroughly kuown that this standard,
thongh easy of attainment for a man who has enjoyed dwving
vouth the advantages of a tolerabdy good education, is a Little high
and  diffieult of atfabumen! for those who have not been well
trained in thetr vounger dave; espeeially if they wre nof inen
of mental and moral power, or if they have to work long
bours every day for thelr daily brewd.  The only way sueh
men ean succeed is by throwing thelr attempls over a large space
of time, making themselves fumibiar with a eouple of subjeets
every vear or fwo years, and then sgpevding o fmal vear in
polishing all up and going in to win.  The worst of all courses is
for o wman fo give np all atlempis ab improving s knowledge,
himsgelf, and his position, stmply because the stundard of the
University of London ig a litile higher than he ean reach or
had expected. The University of Liondon is not everything in
life, and it ig by what o man is himself, aud wot by the stamyp the
Universtty of London will put upon him, thab his eareer of
ngefulness will be regnlated. T wonld therelore cui off In name,
as has alveady been dove in reality, all wecessary covueetion
between this College and the University of Londen; and I would
encourage and give facililies 1o voung men fo come and fake
np any one subject here, aceording to their tastes and oppor-
tunities.

It is of so wmush ilmportance that every man should have
a definite objeet for s letsure hours.

My, Bell, of Cheist’s Hospital, London, in a Iscture he gave
the other day, wbile referring to the proverb that a man wag
a fool i he had mot a Dbobby, said that i was wndoubiedly
true that & man, inorder to keep hig mind healthily aetive, should
have, besides the vegniar work by whieh he got his bresd, and
which was often monotonous, dreary and eramping, some pursuit
which he followed up for its and Zis cwn sake. And I feel sure
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that no man who has any pluck, enterprise, and energy in
him, worthy the naome of Englishman, will even in his leisure sit
down in his chaiv sleeping away the hours until bedtime. He
will certainly be deing sopethivg., T bave no doubt this restless-
ness of ours 1s the eause of wll our material and mental advance-
ment. If we were at the hottom of Swpowdon, and wished to
reach the summit to see the san rise, I am sure ninety-nine
out of every hnndred of us would refuse the offer of being placed
there, and chooge rather the exeitement and labour of getting
there by our own exertions. Indeed, the German philosopher,
Lessing, went, I believe, so {ar as to say that we, restless mortals,
would prefer the search aiter truth to the offer of truth itself.
But, at any rate, we all ke movement and exertion. I was very
muech struck some yeurs ago aft reading an account of an
exhibition of articles of value and euriosity made by working men
i after-hourg. The skill and encrgy aud tine that bad been
devoted to the prodaction of these articles had been enormous.
Our day’s work, therefore, though in many cases exeessive, does
nwot ase up all our energy. It is jmipossible to mention a well
known public man, whoe is known to be o hard worker in the
ordinwry ran of duty, who is not also known to have some
other pet subject, at which he must, to produce the resulis we see,
work very hard when his dav’s work proper is over. If & mother,
who has young people growing up around her engaged in business
during the day, 18 asked what gives her most uneasiness, she
will probably reply, finding suitable amusement, reereation and
cmplovment for her young people, when fheir day's work proper
18 OVer.

A gentleman well versed in the businesy arrangements of
this town told me that there were more young men (he meant
nnmarried and between the ages of cighteen and twenty-five) in
Liverpool than in any other town in the kingdom. Lach one of
these, therefore, will hmve some hobby or pet pursmib for his
leisure. If & man iy advanced in yeurs, his hobby may be an
end in itsell, ridden merely for pastime or his own amusciuent
It voung people, full of hope and ambition, especially if they are
anxious to rise in the world, will be most unfortunate, if the
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pursiit they have chosen for their leisnre be deletorions, expensive,
or even naeless, leading to nothing.

The Volanteer movement a {ow years age did, in my opinion,
a great deal of good. Tt had a tendeney to feach a man
promptitude, deeision, exactness, steadiness, self-restraing, obedi-
ence, diseipline, and svmpathy, and those are very valuable
qualifications for the batile of life; and in the second place it
strengthened his physical constitution, developed his museles,
drove awny nervousucss, and guve him eonfidence in himself and
his powers.

The game might be said, only in a much slighter degree,
of hunting, riding, shooting, ericket, boating, foctball, and other
outdoor reereations; hat some of fhem are very expensive, and
our climate prevents us, daving a great pari of the year, spending
onr evenings in ouldoor pursuits.

The gvmussium iz probably a step towards giving us the
means of physieal exereise when the season and weather are
against us; but though nothing ean be more precious than o sana
WEns in carpore saio, vet any young man would be very insane if
he devoted all his leisure time to the cultivation of his body, and
negleeted that of his mind.

Mr. Bradenell Carter, of St George's Hospital, in referring the
other day to Paley’s definition of edueaiion, that it commprised
every preparation made in our veuth for the sequel of our lives,
spoke 1n strong ferms of the indirect enlture to be obfained from
the topies of the day, from the personal fastes and floating
information of the social and domestie eireles.  Sir John
Herachell, in an address delivered Dy hiw ab the opening of u
reading voom, said, If T were to pray for a tastc which should
stand me in stead ander every variety of circumstinces, and be o
gource of happiness and cheerfulness to me through life, and a
shield against its ills, however things might go smiss, and the
world frown upon me, 1t woundd be a taste for reading. But
AMr. Carter at the same fime insisted most strongly on the
necessily of thoroughness, and deplored, as a very scrious
obstacle in the way of veal education, the fashion of demanding

2 wide estent of knowledge from the young, inasmuch as
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a knowledge merely of compressed f(acts would never expand
the intelleet.  And I am afraid Sir Johw Herschell’s remarks
about reading would apply rather to men like himsclf, who had
gone throngh a lovg course of prepavatory training, and were
able to discriminate books, and knew how to read with s purpose.

1 msed to be said at Cambridge, wheve men were left a good
deal to themselves to study how they liked and what they liked,
that, if o man did not read with & private tutor, he did nothing.
That did not so mueh refer to the amouant of information and
mstruction be would get from this private {utor, as {o the power
the tutor possessed of divecting and giving method and purpose o
thie man’s work.,  Aud it i3 here that the nichi-classes 1 this
College could come in so opportuncly. A young man might
here study any subjeet he pleased, dwing his leisure time in
the winter monthe, under u tutor, who would be able 1o guide
bim in 1, and give method and purpose to what would otherwise
he salmost suore to be desuliory, diseursive, objectless, and
auproductive.

And now comes the question: Which subjoet is he to take up ¥

The wvatural divistons are, Abstract Science, Physieal Selonce,
Applied Seienece, Moral Plilosophy, History, Modern Languages,
and those for wiieh I am in daty bound to plead, Latin and
Greek, the old gods of the world now deposed from thew pre-
eminence by the Setence and Art Department of fhe Commitice of
Couneil on Ednention.

The way in which a choice of subjeels is put before yoang
men, is not much anlike the way in which Virtue and Viee came
to offer themselves to Hevenles ; as il a study of one must neces-
savily preclude ihat of all ofthers, or as af those who devoted
themselves to any Science or pursuit but that one which might be
proved to he very profitable wnder eortain civenmstances, were
wasting their time and misapplyving their talent and abiliby, The
best way of seeing the unrensonalideness of that way of looking at
them is, to cousider what cach can do in its own sphere.

“The study of Beienee,” said a speaker the other day at Nor-
wich, ““1s the study of man’s most neenrate and perfect ntellectual
tabours ; and be who woeuld know the powers of the human mind,
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must o to Seicnee for his materials,  Like all other powers of
the mind, the magination Is powerfully exercised, aud at the
same time diseiplived by scientitie work.  There is, perhaps,”
satd Lie, o more perfect clexnentary illastration of the acenrate
and usefnl employment of the lmagination, than the procoss of
formuing in the language of symbols, from conerete data, one of
these admivable gencral propositions ealled equations; on the
other hund the contemplation of the order and harmony of nature,
ag diselosed to ws by Seicuee, supplies the imagination with
miterials of surpassing grandene and brillianey, while at the swne
time aflovding the widest scope for its efforis.”

Al that b oean say to that iy, Non cwivis fomind coutigpt
iilere Coripdlie : ad the same thoe T have no doubt {hat
there is notlung like Abstract Sluthematies for exercising a man’s
power of obgeyvation, showing him hig need of necuracy, presenting
Lhim with diftieult problens continually needing to he solved, {or
disviplining  Iis wnagination by teaching him to generalise, on
system, from g fow eevtain koown oecenrrences fo those that ave
ankuown, aud then to dednee a law which will inelude all possilile
occurrences ; and nothing fike o contemplation of the order and
harmony of nature tor elevaiing his conception of the Deity,
wereasing the range of his imagination, tenching hin humility,
and ved ot the samwe time for giving him confidence in himself,
and removing all superstitions feurs and  unnecessury terrors,
When we consider what men have thought of the operations of
Natore, we cannet be sullicienily thankful that there have
been men who have devoted themselves to the study of Physical
Seience, sud so have enabled ng to form juster conceptions of what
Nature is, and how she aefs. We may not e ahle to follow these
natweal philosophers into all the desatls of their mdnetions and
deduetions.  We emmol work ont Keplev's laws, nor reproduce
Newton's Privcipia; we may not exaclly kuow how the carth’s
welghi is ascertained, vor how the last planet was discovered and
ity conrse traced, before even a ghimpse of i had been canght ; we
we may not know the order or composition of the different strata
that form the carth’s surface ; we cannot clearly trace, as we travel

through a counbry, what is duc to voleanic action,— what ure
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valleys of denudation; we may kuow very Httle about the distri-
bution of Floras and Faunag; we may have very confused ldens of
Electricity and Maguetism, snd what they can bring about; we
muy know fittle or nothing about Chemistry and Qualitative and
Quantitative Analysis; nothing of a thousand other things that
Physieal Seience or a kuowledge of Nature embraces; but we are
thankful thet there are men who do know thiese things, and we
gather up their erambs with gralitnde ; at any rate the resuits
that can be arived at from what they have discovered may be
ours, and by them we are enabled to form far difforent coneeptions
of Nadave from what men had, when the carth was thonght to be the
eenfre of the solar system, and lichining in a elear sky the most
convineing of sll possible proofs of the existence of a Deity.  And
for that reuson, thouegh we may nol ovreselves have studied
Phydieal Scienee, we ave thankful that it has been siudied.

Al pext comes Apphed Seivnce.  Professor Williamson
observed that, 17 the vetual result of working al Seienee s to give
the liabil of nmore neenrate and perfect reasoning upon faucts pre-
sented than can be achieved by other studles, there is certainly a
for sivonger sfinnlus to pursue seienee, partieularly physiecal
seience, than 13 prescuted by clussieal studies; for, even if the
mental digeipline were equal, the applieation of the one o the

n

actunl concerns and wints of Hie is far wmore munedinte and
important,  What 19 here meant is Seienee us applied to the every
day wants of eommon life; fowards inerensing the smonnt, or
fucilitating the disirtbution of food @ fowards providing clothing
and shelter of the best kind, with the least possible cost of produc-
tion; towardy preserving and restoring health ; towards enlarging
the cirgle of our wunts, and also finding means to setisfv them.

It 1s hiere that a knowledge of Chemistry and of the laws of
Nature 18 of so much use. Iere come in machinery, engineering,
thie railways, the steamships to all parts of the globe, the tele-
graph.  Does any one refuse to acknowledge the benelits all
these have conferred on mankind, or the high class of mind
requisite to parsne them sneeessfully 2 om not speaking now
of urt; I wounld define art to be skill and ability of hand, and
science, skill and ability of mund ; they are often joined together,
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but at 18 not upnsasl to find men with conceptions that they
themselves are ynite nnable fo carry ont and realise. 1 am sare
no ene would hesitate to rank those men of Applied Seience as
benefietors and leaders alzo of mankind, and to acknowledge that
the studies fo which ihey devote themselves are eapable of
clevating and traiving the mind to any extent that ean be
magined.  But those subjeels, being in my opinion what are
salled branches of technical cdeeation, are more adapted for thoso
who muke thom their profession.  They ean Lardly, except in
most excoptional cases, be stadied 1o one’s leigure and in night-
clusses.

I will theretore pass on fo Moral Philosophy, and under thut
tead T would melude all ihan Social Science embraces — the
elements of Morality, Political Keonomy, History, Law and Juris-
pradence, and evervibing of whish the factors, as Lord Houghion
sajd, wre living men.

Does any one depreciate this branch of study ?  'Phat line
of Pope’s hag passed into a proverh—

“ The proper study of mankind is man”

There iv no one who would ot have liked fo have passed
a lifetime 1 following up such delighttul and faseinating stndies
but they demand the constant guiding of a superintending hand,
or they will eevliinly be desultory, too discursive, and in the
end unproductive.  Rven when followed up metbodieally, and
by people who kuow how to study, they produee results which are
only impalpable ; they are there, no doubt, in the man, but even
he himself would be puzzled o esuetly Jay his hand upon thew
and speeify themw, They are there, i oa elear comprebension of
bow the affairs of the world ge on {rom generation to generation ;
of the ditficulties that beset men in spite of ull that ean be done
to sei things straight; in the power of reading the present by
the light of the past, und of estimaling 1t only as a passing link
in & chain that is as long as elernity ;) in o lavge-hearvtodness that
enables its possessor fo look on the rminous practices, short-
cotningy, wistakes, and failings of his fellows, with parfly their
own eyes, aud partiy the eves of one who knows whut human
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nature has done ot different ages of the world, and what mav
under any given civeumstances be expected of 1. OF such
studies, looking ut such results, impalpable though they may be,
T enn only say, Happy wee those who have the time and means to
pursue them,

And now I conie 1o Modern Languases.  © beg to pat aside
the case of those who need Freneh, German, Italian, and Spanish
in their business fo such un extent that they are to them almost a
neeessity.  Those persons are, in the present state of our con-
neebion with those who speak those laguages, more vumerous
than formerly, and fower than will be the case presently,
some years to come. It looking at the nceds of the majority of
men like ourselves, or at the position of the ordinary run of
people, and asking how often they mect in ordinary sociely
Frenchmen, Germans, talians or Spamards, when a knowledge of
these languages weuld be even advaniageous, not to say necessary,
1 feel justificd in ealling French, Germean, Halian, and Spanish
distant langnages, and people that ave distant, and with whom we
never hold communiention, are for that purpose as good as
deetdd,

No oue will depreciate the value, as o means of eulture, of
iravel and seeing many countries and people ; but that costs a great
deal of money and time, of both of which many of us have not
mueh to spave. I a man, therefore, has leavned to speak French,
Grerman, Italinn, or Spanish, unless hie 18 connected in some
excopblonsl way with people who spesk those languages, that
knowledge will be in the ordinary ran of things o dead leticr.

I neced not refer to the worth or utiity of learning those
languages for the suke of getting ab what their literature contains.,
If we have sny time for reading, enongh is written in our
own language, hoth for instructing and delighting us., and any
specially important foreign work is immediately translated. Of
comrse, I except those masterpicces of which every nation poss-
essos o few. They stand on thelr own merits with those of
Greeee and Rome, and arve studied, not so mueh for the ideus
they contain, as for the admirable way in which these ideas have
Leen put. A translation can never reproduce that ineffuble beauty,
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too thin for hwman speech to copy and fasten down by rule
and art.  Those masterpieces will always find appreciating readers
among the eduented of all nations; and happy are those who huve
the time and means at their disposal necessary Lo acqniring what
Nerses offered an immense reward o find, 2 new pleasure, and
more than that, a4 new seowvee of culture.

T sy nothing to the fasinon of learning those langusges as an
accomplishment, for I have no doubt that, in the rank of society
where fashions are set, these languages are not always the dead
letter they must at any rate be with ws, until o tunnel is made
under the Channel, and we bave peuny railway fares. I am
induced to dwell a hitle upon this, as I have been myself musled
by the falluey that underlies the term leing, us applied to modern
languages, in contradisfinetion to dead, as applied to Latin and
Greek. TIf jt is meant that they are languages spoken by people
who are living, in opposition to those languages which were spoken
only by people who are now dead, the term 13 very fuirly applied.
There are willions of people Jiving who spenk French, German,
Ttalian and Spunish, whereas Latin and Greek, as now taught in
our sehools and colleges, are spoken by no lLiving people. Bnf
& man sets about learning these languages, thinking that, beeause
there are people living who speak them, he will meet them. The
unforbanate purt of the matter, however, is that bhe seldom or
never meets with thew, or finds an opportunity where his know-
fedge of a living language will come in.  We, at least the
ordinary run of people, have very little time or money fo spure,
and, oven if we are anxious to tollow the advice of that gentle-
man who impresses upon his puptls the advantage of going
abrond as often as they ean, and staying abroad as long as
ever they ecan, a fortnight every year ov two years will be the
atmost that we ecan afford. And where in England will 2 man
find an opportunity of even airing his French, German, Ltalian
and Spanish ? T excepted those who had close business-connec-
tions with those countries, and those whose rank and fortune
made them to a great extent cosmopolitan.

As a means of teaching langnage, the study of them is excced-
ingly useful. Nothing will show a mun more elearly the inaccura-
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cies of thought and expression, into which all of us are o prone
to fall, than frving to translate the speech of some of owr
ceichraied orators into any other imguage. I shall be exeused if
I huzard my own opinion ihat Freneb seems to me, from its
epigrammatic fersencss and neatness of espression, to lend itaclf
most wildingly 1o such aun object. German is too like our own
language.  German, bowever, beals Freneh in itg infleetions, and
m that vespect is of all modern languages the best substituie
for Latin and Greek.

sut with reference to that living modern language which
is onr own tongue, I beg to say that its study is, in my epinion, to
us all-important,  Speaking English s, for Foglishmen, of
course o necessity @ oand theretore to spesk it well and elegantly,
to write it eorrectly and powerfully, to understand it rapidly,
to read it fluently and intetlizibly, 38 the best aecorplishment, or
the most valuable acquisition, that can possibly fall io the lot of
au Englishmau.

A very eclebrated German thinker, in recountine the variouns
henedits men have to thank their native conntry for, ranks the gift
of their native tongue ag mwong the very highest and most
vilnable.

Call it speech, and it is what raises man above the brutes, and
alone mukes even tho first steps o civilisabion possible.  Without
it we might live a bare existence, ax the beasls do, by means
of pooli-poohs and bow-wows, but anything beyond a bare oxist-
cnce certainly reguirves language.

In what order, and by what rule of priovity, cught this power
of speech to be cultivated and developed? At first, no doubt,
aecording s necessity demands. In a low stabe of clviligation
neecessity must govern and determine the relutive value of every-
thing. I have heard people rank cookery as move necessary, and
in a certain sense more valuable, than any avt or scelence kuown or
possible to be known; and I should be very sorry to say that there
were no cirecumstances, where o knowledge of that art would
not be more necessary, and therefore more valuable, than anything
else.

Oar state of advanced civilisation relieves us from being obliged
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to consider the relative merits of arts and seiences ony the basis of
necessity.  We bave got not ouly to where a division of Iabour
has beenn made, bt where o wrend deal of auproductive labour i
possible.  We are abile o find time for something more than mere
technieal edueation, and to pick and choose o pursuit and siudy,
for a portion of our time, apari from any idea of its being abso-
lutely necossury for the power ib will give ns of getling our daily
bread. We are fortanate cnough in having tiwce and opportuuity
to stand and look arvound us, as it were, and see what we should
tike to know or to study — what will be of nse to us generally—
what will ireprove our position,

Those who attend, or are likely fo attend these elngses can
hardly expect any of these stadies to be of dircet money-value to
them ; it will be rather in an indiveet way, by training thelr minds,
developing thely mental aud moral powers, making them aceurate
ressoners and thinkers, and giving them the amount of culture
thai belongs to an oduculed gentlomon, that these studies will
bring with them thetr rewnrd.  People of influence and position
soon get o know what horses ean ecarry corn, and sclect them in
preference to others,

Speaking, therefore, o Englishmen, to whom individually the
study of eookery is not absolutely necessary, 1 rank the study of
thelr own wother tongue, English, as to them all-important,

The next guestion is, How it iy to be pursued ? 1 think i
was Bir Witliam Hamilton’s remark, that no grammar of English
was possible; that Enghish counld ounly be learied grammatically
by compuring 1t with, and so by means of, sonte other language.

I must now be excvused , ke the currier who maintained
that there was nothing lke leather, I wainiain that theve is
nothing like Latin and Greek for teaching the vadiments of
grammur generally and the scienee of language.

When the Euglish stadent bas acnirved 2 pgood lmowledge of
ihe science of language, then let him by 8l meons study his own
mother fongue, in ity origin and development ; and hie will find

™

that he can understand its nature, power, and pecaliariticy most
clearly by examioing its idioms and variations by the light of
other languaages ; and 1 bave no douabt, tor that object, no langunage

will come up to Latin or Greek.
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bt was only the other day that Lord Houghton, at the Social
Seience Congress at Norwich, got up and said that he did not
agree with Professor Hodgson in the low estimate he had formed
of the value of elagsicn! studies.  He thought the Latin language,
especially, formed o most excellent foundation for general eduea-
tion, and enabled every man and woman who had aequired it to
take & mmeh more exiensive and really practical interest in all
literature than they would without it.

But I have now got into the sabject of Lalin and (reek with-
out heing awarc of it. Their praises ought not, however, to be
snung merely by implication.  What ean be said directly in their
favour ?

For oy own part, T can coneeive nothing in their favour more
ably, more elearly, and more beautitully pui, than what has been
said by Mr. Jelf, in the preface to the third edition of his Greek
Grammar.  As it may not be known fo wany of vou, I will guote
it ; and you will sce that almost all ho snvs ol Greek is applicable
to Latin nlso.

The study of the Greek langnage is. he says, a stady which
exhibitg, and by exhibiting tenches, the most perfeet means of
expressing human thounght in oll Hs depth and clearness ; snd at
the same time Jeads the mind to thank and judee and reason
more clearly and teuly, accustoming if, from practice in the nicetios
of language, readily to vecoguise the simihitudes of things seem-
ingly different, and differences of things scemingly identical. It
is & mistake, into which none bt shailow winds can fall, to speak
lightly of an acquaintanee with the accoracies of grammar and
etymology, or to profess to find the sindy of the Classies usefnl
only for the matter they contain,

1 wm persuaded, he says, that to such persons o great part of
the valoe of the Classies, as instruments of ceducation, is Iost ; for
surely it is better to learn to think as the anecients thought, than
merchy to know what they thought; so it would be better to be
able to paint as Raphael, thon to copy ever so accurately the
Madonna.

Nor, a8 it scems to me, he continues, do such persons realise
the full value of the matter they read; for the connection hetween
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thought and lsnguage is from the very nature and relation of each
so intimate, that 1t is impossible, but that, as a person makes
Limself belter acquainted with the proportions, so to say, of
limguage, he makes himself more master of the wrysteries of
haman thought in genersl, and of the tone and feelings of the
puilon or man, whoese tpost mimd be reads in the forms and
whiomas of their speech.  And 1 would thercfore, lie says, wge on
those, who are naturally culled by their reading to this branch of
study, not to look upon it as a waste of timo or energy, or unworthy
of an active nuind.  Vor there is nothing more likely to lead a
naturally thinking mind to {ruth of thought and expression than
the aceurate siudy of the ancient langnages, whether of the
Fastern or Western workd ; and while, in these points of view,
the Greek lungnage is surpassed by uone, the seerets it thus
diseloses are the workings of the very well-springs, whenee poetry,
philosophy, and history have flowed on, from generation to genera-
tion, even to our own day, inflnencing the thoughts, and destinies,
and feelings of nations aud individuats far beyvond the warrow
Hmits of the learmed world.

You will sce that there is implied in these words a two-
fold stody of Latin and Greek-—a study of the wmasterpicces of
these old rufers of the worll, nol so much to fiud ont what they
have said, for that can be discovered by means of translations, us
to find ont how they say, diseriminute, and put things.

We all kinow n man’s slyle is the muan bimgelf; and the way
in which one man differs from another 18 not so muel i whal he
does and says, as  how he does and suys it There is very little
originality 1 the world either in tdew or action.

And the genias both of Greeee and of Rome spenks out each
quite plainly in the masterpieces they have lett behind; but it is
ouly by first getting to kuow those languages intimately, and then
long and lovingly dwelling ou the works themselves, that one ean
get linbued with the spivit that resides within them.

T cun compare the way in whicl a fond student pores over the
{reagures of Grecce and of Rome to nothing more aptly than to
the way in which an accomplished musician sits down to the
composition of some great master — Handel, Huydn, Mozart,
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Beethoven, or Mesdelssolin— and, velieved {frown all siced of thmk-
ing how his fingers are to muove, lets the straing of the great master
watder forth at will,  He sits and plays, dreaming, forgetful of
the world and sclf, rapt in cestasy 3 and his soul joing iself to the
saul of the greal compeser, as 1t now gefs relensed by o congenial
gpirit fvom the prigson-hease of s notes ; and both together, borne
sloft on the winged sivains, rush, full of @ divine madness, o
where the celestinl choir are, as Plato says, marching round above
the periphery of heaven.

How mueh of the inspiration of the later davs of the world
has been drawn from these old masterpicees of Grecee and Rome!!
1t is said that Lord Brongham acknowledged that he never pro-
duced greater cffeet in his speecheg than when he was almost
literally franslating from Demosihenes.  He says in 2 discourse
of his:—* Change u fow phrases, which the differcuce of religion
and of mauners might render objectionable; modernte in some
degree the vimlemee of iuvechive, especially against private
character, to suit the chivalrons conrtesy of modern hostility
and there 1 hardly one of the political or forcnsic orations
of the Greeks that might not be delivered in similar ciream-
stances before our own senate or tribunals ; while thely funeral
or panegyric discourses are much less nflated and vusubstauntial
than those of the most approved masters of the cpideietic style —-
the Freneh preachers and acadenticians,”

In short, 1t we ave fond of looking upon ourselves as forms of
siant beight, it ought not to be forgotten thub we owe a great deal
of that height fo the fuct that we are stunding upon giants’
shoulders,  Confound those aneients, said some one, they have
not only sPolen all my best thoughts, but clothed thew in my
own words also.

And there ig a study too of Latin and Greck for the sake of
etymology and the accuracies of gramnmar; and the wuy to that
may be paved In a short Hime——in a few weeks,  Latin and Greek
rools with the Faoglish words derived from them, are tanght,
parrot-like, everywhere: se useful is that knowledge considered.
It is very instructive and amuging to be able to follow a word
in its changes through more than two thousand years ; Lut for my
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part, I do not attach the tmportanes to the study of dertvations
that some do, for the derivation of a word is very misleading, if
we brust to it as o guide fo its present meaning. I can not,
however, express koo strongly the high opinion I luve of the power
of Latin and Greek fo teach sccurney of thought and exprogsion.
A man csu not go far tu Latin without learning what an
epithet means ; he soon gets a pretty good iden of which is the
sabjeet and which the object in a sentouee. e finds ouf that the
subjunetive mood 18 not the mood of asscrtion, and that the
obligue enunciation is the statement of some oue else, which may
be true or not.  He gets to know what things are co-ordinate and
what sub-ordinate; and if he meety with o copulative conjune-
tion, he is forced to wotice what two thinms it unifes together,

The meaning of & senfenice may be at fivst sight o Httle diffi-

enli to cateh ; but there i is—a problem which may, by patience,
perseverance, and due consideration be solved ; it has its proper
solution, and no other.  If the man treafs it fuirly, it enables him
to go on his way rejoicing ; if he pushes i, cven in the slightest
degree, it lays its cars down, puts its front fegs stiff ount before it,
and refuses to move an imch.  Turning and twisting never saeceed
in Latin and Greek; and the slighiest inaceurney only leads to
confusion.  Nothing s so valuable ag heing aceustomed, as
My, Jelf said, from practice in the nicoties of language, veadily to
recognise the similitudes of things seuningly different, and the
differences of things seemingly identical,

verybody thinks be knows his own langnage ; bt I should
say no one can understand a sentence of any philosophieal
treatise, indeed I donbt whether any one wonld have more than a
misty idea of even the pages of a vovel, unless hie conld, a5 he
went on, perse the grammar and enalyse the sentences. It is, no
doubt, impossible to read @ sentence m an article of the Times
with proper expression, unless one ean get some idea of subjeet
and objeet, can see the government of each dependent sentence
or phrase, and, when a eonjunction makes its appearance, can
straightway perceive what it serves to link together.

It is acknowledged that the true sources of the strength of our

language are Shukspeare, Milton, and our Bible.
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Masters in Middle Scliools, where English is tanght without
the hielp of Latin, have told me that it 1s very easy to puzzle in
Shakspeare and Milton a wan whe has not had a pretty good
elassical education; and it wus only the other day that T myself
met a man who wounld have felt 1T owas mistaken, #f T had told
him he did not know English ; snd vet he was quite unable
to comprehend the meaning of those simple words of St Panl's
i our English Testament, ™ Happy is he that condemneth not
himself in that thing which he allowsth.”  What floored him was
uot the meaning of fappy, condemn, or aliow, but that the subject
fie was put after its verb——that there were two relatives (and all
relatives trouble unedocaled people)—and that the latter of them,
though placed first in its own clause, was not the subject, but
the objeet of the verb.

I was astouished o see in large lelters, on a placard in the
strects one November, after the Municipal Bleetions, * Having
heen eleeted into the Towrn Couneil, my best interesis shall be
devoted to your service.” I do not doubt for one moment that the
gentleman who dictated those words knew very well who had been
clected into the Town Counedl, and what were going to be devoted
to the service of the electors.

T a man says, 1 saw St. George’s Hall, walking down
London Road ;7 you see how we nmmst rvelv on order in Faglish,
rather than on grammar,

Now these are very simple things, and, some will add, known
intuitively ;. Yes, I reply, known anacconntably by those who have
been knocking for vears al Latin, thowgh they may have left
school without even in the end getting the door opened to thoem;
but they are not known to those who have never touched Lutin.
Some say that these clemeniary things ean easily be tanght by
meaus of English ; it for wmy part 1 cannot see how the teacher
can be sure that the pupil has guite understood bim, except he
sees him handle and experiment upon some still’ inflected language,
which, when once turned and twisted, vemeains there as evidence of
what the twister certainly thought.

1 can only say that I never mcet with 2 man among those who
come to me o begin Latin who knows these clementary things
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thoroughly; and I was told by a lady, who had had greal experience
in teaching, and was eonversand with what high-class ladies’ schools
it London aud Brighton did, that when those young ladies began
German, 1t was with the ubmost difficulty that thev could be made
aware of the diffvrenee bebween the aceusative and daiive of the
personal proneun 1,

I, therefore, a person does not learn Latin, i 1s indispensable
that he shonid learn German,—in my opinion the best substitute
for 15 ; not that be may speak German to some unlucky traveller
whom he may happen to mect once in five vears, but that he may
understand his own language, which he bas o nse every day of
lis life. snd the valoe of the lknowledge of which is to him
inestimable.

We must acknowledgoe, therefore, that, while there is a study
of Labin and Greek which can demand and ovecupy the highest
flights of the imagination of the orator or poet, introduee the
philosopher or historian fo questions and diffionlties apitating the
world even at the present day, and show him them, diseussed and
treated by people whe grappled with them in a spivit feifered by
e geruples, regaredless of eonsequences, and deseribed foo in
language which ecan st one time tie, and ut another ent even a
Grordinn knod, there s alse whal will be ealled by some o more
immediste and vopertant study (of Latin and Greek), one in
which they wro apphicd to the aciual coneerns and wants of lile.

f have vow pui before you the different subjects which are
tatght in this College, andd T hope 1 have not pat them belore you
in the way in which Virtae and Viee eame to ofier themselves to
Herenles. I rather feel that they are sisters, hke the Mnses of
old, not jealous rivals ; and 1 belicve that ench has only to be
known to be loved.

You will anderstand that these remarks refor to voung men
wio, having no special immedinte objeet in view i their stndies,
might, as T thought, come and take up some subject for pastime
aud mental enltare. Those who are going in for the Matrienlation
of thie University of London, or any other examination, have their
course preseribed to them; bud I thought there were numbers
of young men in Liverpocl, and perhaps some among ourselves,
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who hardly cared at present to hold out any speeial objeet to
themselves, but who yet might wse these classes with fmmense
sdvaniage,

A stwdy talken up, moerely ax 2 hobby, will andoubtedly bring
with it 1ts veward.  And, though the subjeets seemy numerous and
confusiug, vel there is not one, as Lord Aberdare remarked ab a
meeling of the evening-classes at Coiston Hall, Brisiol, that does
not call for the escreise of sustuined attention, Iabour and
pafience; and although the mastery of one suhjeet does not
completely malke an educated person, yel any man who has had
the determination to master one of ihese subjeets has gained a
power, has strengthened his mind, and stimulated the desive for
knowledge to such 2 degree, that iis avenues will soon be open fo
him.  One stady wastered soon leads to olher aequisitions. A
man’s euriosity is swakened, and proof hias been given before now,
how great difliculfies cun be avercome by perseverance.  We go on
from victory to vietory, from {rinmph to iriamph; and & person
who beging Iy shudying only one branch of fmowledge, may go on
till he becomes affer all what iz called a perfeetly well-educated
PErson.

Both kinds of stadents onght fo find in Queen’s Colleoe what
they want. It onght to be of the nainre of a College, wheve the
best instruction eann be had; b onght to be of the nature of a
nicht-sehiool, weeessible to young men who are cceupied during
the day, and at o moderate cost.

Now iz any plaes more {itted for sueh an institution than
Fiverpool ? Wheve are such opportunities afforded to men to rise
1o affuence and position as in tlese centres of commerce, faver-
pool and Manchester 2 And to whom is edueation of o high elasg
so essentiol as o men who arve plaecd in posibions where they have
to enferfain Knglishmen and foreigners of the highest rank and
enlinre 7 Every oflice-hoy carries reund hig broom-head the
Alevor’s chain, aud may have to attend his own Sovereign on sowe
visit of lers to Liverpool,

But there is something morve than that,  Where more than at
Liverpool is needed some eurb to thab eager race after riches
in whicli everybody seetus anxious to engage who gets only a look

at our Exchange flags ?
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What, if we could transport the quict grownds and said old
elmg of Oxford or Cambridge to the neighbourhoed of the docks
or the Exchange? What relief would the mild, guiet, soboring air
coming from over them be to fhose who were being half hiown
awiy by the fluctuating snd ever-shifting winds of speculation, ov
torn o pieces by the storms of panies ?

I think anything which eultivated a quiet spirit, and showed
people that there were other pursnits in the world which men counld
follow besides that of wenlth, vught 1o be favoured at any price at
Liverpool. Lord Houghton said, the fear of wasting time in profit-
less study, and the pressuve in the race of personal gain, have
already severely impaired the seholurly charncier of the elovieal,
legal, and medical professions; and if that is frue of them, the
oiher profossions will not have epeaped museathed.  Is it not then
time for everybody to come to the front, and make o sfand agninst
it 7 At present, Liverpool seems to remain in the background ;
but let us be united, stndents and feachers, I showing that we
apprecinte and desive mental training and cultuve, and we may
feel sure wo shall pob long be leff wusupported. The spivit
to support us has pot departed from Liverpool; 16 only lies
covered over by the ashes of apathy and indifference. Lt it onece
again be faured into a Same, and Liverpool will beecome, as it i
already the ceuire of commerce and infelligones, the centre
of intellectnnl enlture and sehwlarly attainments niso.
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